
 
 

 
 
Welcome to Flinders Island — a wild, remote and deeply special place, and for now, your 
home. 
 
Flinders Island Eco Escape is more than a place to stay. It’s a chance to slow down, 
reconnect with nature, and experience an island that our family has lived, worked and cared 
for over generations. From the coastline at your doorstep to the wildlife, landscapes and 
quiet moments in between, we hope your time here feels both grounding and unforgettable. 
 
This compendium has been thoughtfully put together to help you settle in, explore the 
island, and understand how to care for this place while you’re here. We encourage you to 
take a little time to read through it — not just for practical information, but to appreciate 
what makes Flinders Island so unique. 
 
Thank you for choosing to share this place with us. From our family to yours, we hope your 
stay is filled with adventure, connection and a deep appreciation for island life. 
 
Warmly, The Woolford Family 
 

 Flinders Island Eco Escape   @flindersislandecoescape 
Image has been designed using resources from Flaticon.com 
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Flinders Island is a remote and natural environment, and part of its beauty lies in that 
remoteness. A heightened sense of awareness will help ensure your stay is safe, relaxed and 
incident-free. Please take a moment to observe your surroundings, conditions and weather, 
and don’t hesitate to contact us if you’re unsure about anything. 

 

DEFIBRILATOR AND FIRST AID 
 A defibrillator and standard first aid kit are located in the pantry at Eyrewoolf 

Homestead. 
 A Royal Flying Doctor Service emergency medical kit is held at the Manager’s 

residence. Please contact the Manager if you require assistance. 
 
FIRE EVACUATION PROCEDURES 
Eyrewoolf Homestead is fully equipped with smoke detectors.  A fire extinguisher is located 
in the pantry/store room and in the cupboard above the cooktop in the kitchen.  An 
emergency fire evacuation plan and fire blanket are located on the side of the fridge.  Please 
familiarise yourself with the plan in the unlikely event of a fire. 
 
Should you become aware of a fire or smell smoke please contact us immediately.  Remain 
calm.  Exit the building via the closest door and move clear of the building.  Do not re-enter 
the building until the site has been declared safe. 
 
Muster point:  Airstrip - located on the western side of Eyrewoolf Homestead.  Groper Bay 
beach is also a safe alternative if the airstrip is not accessible. 
 
EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 
ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR 1800 733 772 
POLICE . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 000 
MENTAL HEALTH (rural and remote 24 hours) . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  131 465 
POISONS . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   131 126 
  

USEFUL NUMBERS 
 
FLINDERS ISLAND MANAGERS HOUSE.. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . (08) 8687 9343 
 
Hospital . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  (08) 8687 9001 
Pharmacy (Mon – Fri 12:30 – 5:30pm) . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  .  . . . . . .  (08) 8687 9395 
Supermarket (Mon – Fri 8:30am – 5:30pm, Sat 9am – 2pm). . . . . . .  .   (08) 8687 9008 
Police Station  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (08) 8687 9006  



 
LIVING LIGHTLY ON THE ISLAND 
 
Being guests on an island comes with a shared responsibility to care for limited resources. 
 
We rely on rainwater throughout Eyrewoolf Homestead, please be mindful to conserve water 
when you are showering, washing dishes and doing laundry.   
 
Our outside taps are well water, safe for rinsing feet, wetsuits and equipment, but not for 
drinking.  
 
To keep the house as sand free as possible, we ask that you wash your feet in the bucket on 
the northern side of the house before entering. 
 
Eyrewoolf Homestead is fully solar powered. We encourage you to use appliances during 
daylight hours and turn off lights and fans when not in use. 
A backup generator is available if required — please contact the Manager if anything seems 
unusual. 
 
Flinders Island is a place best experienced with care and awareness. Let the island set the 
tone. Whether you’re heading out to explore or staying close to the homestead, take your 
time, look around, and enjoy being somewhere truly remote.  
 

 
 
  



FLINDERS ISLAND SAFE HAVEN 
 
Flinders Island is becoming a nationally significant Safe Haven for threatened mammal 
species.  Following completion of a muti species feral eradication program in 2025, we move 
into the next exciting phase of planning the reintroduction of threatened mammal species. 
 
The restoration of Flinders Island will secure South Australia’s fourth largest island into 
Australia’s network of havens which consists of more than 100 predator free islands and 20 
fenced areas that contain vulnerable mammals. 
 
Biosecurity is essential to protecting everything that makes this place special. Each person 
travelling to Flinders Island plays a crucial role in managing the biosecurity risk their trip 
poses and must meet certain obligations.  
 
Please follow our biosecurity protocols: 

 Check footwear, bags and equipment for seeds, insects or soil 
 Keep food and gear securely stored 
 Use designated cleaning and checking areas where provided 
 Report anything unusual (rodents, insects, animal tracks) immediately 

 
These simple actions help ensure Flinders Island remains pest-free and protected for future 
generations — and we truly appreciate your care and cooperation. 

 

  



BATH 
The bath is located in the main bathroom. Due to limited rainwater supply, please use on an 
as-needed basis and care is taken with the amount of water used. 
 
BBQ 
The BBQ is located on the back veranda.  Please ensure that you leave the BBQ, utensils and 
area clean after use.  Specific BBQ cleaning cloths are provided under the BBQ, utensils can 
be found in the kitchen.  
 
COOLING/HEATING 
The homestead has ceiling fans in all living areas and bedrooms which are controlled via 
switches on the wall. 
 
Windows can open to enjoy the fresh, sea breeze by lifting the screens in their tracks and 
gently pushing out approximately 20cms.  Unfortunately bedrooms 1, 2 & 3 windows are 
permanently shut, however by utilising the ceiling fan and opening up the house you will 
experience sufficient air flow.  
 
The lounge area has an open fireplace and if you require wood during your stay, please 
contact the manager.  For your safety, please ensure that the screen is utilised to prevent 
injury or incidents and only use the fire during non-fire ban season (May-October).  If in 
doubt, please check with us. 
 
We would appreciate if you are able to leave the fireplace clean and tidy prior to your 
departure. During the cooler months a brush and pan are located next to the fireplace to 
assist you in tidying any ash or debris.  
 
DEFIBRILATOR & FIRST AID KIT 
For emergencies, there is a defibrillator located in the pantry of Eyrewoolf Homestead.  There 
is also a standard First Aid Kit in the pantry, as well as in the vehicles.  For more severe 
circumstances, there is a Royal Flying Doctor Service medical kit at the manager’s house.  
Please contact the manager if you require this. 
 
FURNITURE 
Please do not move furniture, some is heavy and should be left where it is, to prevent 
damage to the homestead and to your backs!  Furthermore, our inside furniture is not 
weatherproof, so please do not move it outside.   
 
Damage, breakages, theft and loss of homestead items are the guest’s responsibility during 
their stay. 
 
 



 

KITCHEN FACILITIES/COOKING 
A fully equipped kitchen is provided for your convenience.  This includes fridge/freezer, 
dishwasher, microwave, coffee machine, kettle, toaster, electric frypan, bread maker and 
general kitchen items.   
 
Extra appliances can be found in the pantry and you are welcome to utilise these as an 
alternative to the gas stove.  This will assist us to conserve gas which is transported from 
the mainland.   
 
User manuals for appliances are kept in the drawer underneath the microwave.  
 
Please report any breakages so we can replace items promptly. 
 
SMOKING 
Smoking indoors is strictly prohibited.  Evidence of indoor smoking will incur additional 
cleaning charges (minimum $500).   
 
Please ensure that the doors and nearby windows are closed while smoking and dispose of 
cigarette waste responsibly. 
 
TOILETS 
Our toilets are western facilities, and we ask that guests sit on the seat and refrain from 
dropping any items in them other than the toilet paper provided.  Please use the bins and 
bags provided for all other materials and sanitary items.  
 
TV/ENTERTAINMENT  
Due to our remote location digital TV is not available, however we have a smart TV connected 
to WIFI for your use.  Please use the instructions provided, or ask for assistance. 
 
WASHING  
Please be mindful of water consumption.   
 
Laundry detergent is supplied.  A clothesline is located in the back yard and if under cover 
hanging is required, a pull out line is located on the back veranda.  
 
WIFI 
The homestead and immediate surrounds has Starlink providing a high speed data 
experience. Connect your laptop, mobile phones and tablets.  We recommend switching on 
WIFI calling, or using apps such as Messenger & WeChat for voice calling when phone service 
is intermittent. There is no password on the WIFI. 

 
 



 
AIRSTRIP 
The Airstrip is located on the western side of the homestead.  Please stay clear when 
aircraft are landing.  Stay on tracks and do not drive across the airstrip unless absolutely 
necessary.  This is also the emergency muster point.  
 
CHECK OUT TIME 
Our check-out time is 12:00 midday unless otherwise arranged.  Please ensure you have 
packed your belongings by this time so that we can commence cleaning.  We are happy to 
arrange an extension for you, subject to availability.   
 
CLEANING 
We remind guests that this is self-catering accommodation.  Please respect the premises 
and keep the homestead and the island tidy. General cleaning items are available and can 
be found in the far-left cupboard in the hallway, and in the laundry.  
 
When departing please wash and put away all dishes and remove rubbish to the outside 
bins.  Please ensure the BBQ is left in a clean state.  There is no need to mop, strip beds or 
wash linen, this is all part of the cleaning service.   
 
If you wish for the homestead to be serviced during your stay, cleaning can be arranged for 
a fee – please contact the manager to arrange.  
 
For stays longer than 10 days, the homestead will be serviced with fresh bed linen and 
bathroom towels at no cost, at your request.  
 
COT & HIGHCHAIR 
Available on request. Please clean and return to storage before departure. 
 
EMERGENCY/USEFUL NUMBERS 
A list of emergency and useful numbers is provided on the side of the fridge and at the 
beginning of this compendium. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Flinders Island Eco Escape is committed to low-impact, environmentally conscious hosting.  
Our island location means that we have limited resources, please help us to; 

 Conserve power and water. 
 Only use the towels you require.  
 Turn off all lights, fans and appliances when you leave the homestead.   

 
Recycling, compost and chicken scrap containers are provided – thanks for partnering with us 
to help make Flinders Island more sustainable. 



 
Whilst exploring the coastline you might come across marine debris and rubbish along the 
beach, feel free to collect this and put it in the blue bin in the garage.   
 
On your adventures you will find many beautiful shells and coral.  Please leave them where 
you find them, or take a few home as a keepsake ~ we ask that shells and other sea 
treasures are not left at the homestead.  
 
FILLETING FISH 
Please use the filleting stations provided when preparing and filleting fish.  There are filleting 
knives in a wooden box located in the pantry, please ensure they are cleaned and returned 
after use.  Offal can return to the sea, away from Groper Bay/Eyrewoolf Homestead and 
frames can be disposed of in a bin bag, and put the outside bin.  
 
RUBBISH COLLECTION 
In the kitchen there are 4 bins located under the island bench. These are labelled for your 
convenience. When they are full please empty them in the relevant bins on the veranda.  
 
IMPORTANT: Please DO NOT put fish offal in the rubbish bins, offal can return to the sea, 
away from Groper Bay/Eyrewoolf Homestead. 
 
Fish frames, oyster shells and shellfish can be put in a bag and in the bin. 
  
Please DO NOT leave oyster shells, shellfish and fish frames on the beach or anywhere else 
on the island, this is considered litter and unpleasant for future guests.  
 

  



 

 
MEAL OPTIONS 
On booking you may have the option to include meal packages for you to self-cater. Another 
possible alternative might be ordering Nong’s Thai food.  Please contact Peter and Nong for 
more details if they are your hosts of the island. 
 
PANTRY  
There are staple food items provided for you in the pantry and the fridge.  If you have 
arranged prior to your stay for meal packages to be provided, then these will be found in the 
fridge/pantry on your arrival.  
 
Provided staples 
 
Various sauces and condiments 
Bread making ingredients 
Cereal (eg quick oats, weetbix, nutrigrain, 
muesli) 
Dried herbs and spices: 
basil, chicken salt, caraway seeds, 
coriander, cumin, cayenne pepper, lemon 
pepper, moroccan spice, turmeric, smoked 
paprika, parsley, rosemary, saffron, thyme, 
oregano. 
Gravox 
Oils & vinegar 
Pepper & Salt 

Flour (Self-Raising and Plain) 
Fish Sauce 
Rice 
Soda Stream 
Soy Sauce 
Stock (vegetable, beef, chicken) 
Spreads (eg honey, jam, vegemite, peanut 
butter) 
Tomato Sauce 
White Sugar 
UHT Milk 2L 
Yeast 

  



 
EXPLORING SAFELY 
Your safety is important to us and being situated on an island comes with the reality that 
emergency services are further away if needed.  We encourage you to use common sense 
and take safety precautions in all circumstances whilst on the island.  
 
A chalk board is located at the back door of the homestead.  Please leave a note when 
departing the homestead so others are aware of your departure time, estimated return time 
and your expected location.  This will reduce search times considerably in the unlikely event 
of an accident or emergency. 
 
When enjoying the beach, please ensure children are always supervised.  Life jackets are 
available and encouraged to be utilised.  There are many sheltered bays for swimming, 
please stay along the coastline for safety.  
 
If you go for a coastal walk, be mindful that some of the cliff edges can be windy and 
unstable, so please stay at least two metres away from the edge.  It is also important to 
note that freak waves do occur, the best advice is to “never turn your back on the ocean”.  
 
Driving is one of the best ways to experience the island. Our vehicles are all manual 
transmission, and all drivers must be licensed.  
 
Take the iPad with Field Maps connected, please ensure that you only drive on the 
designated tracks and do not exceed 40kms per hour.  Leaving the tracks can result in tyre 
punctures, spread of pest weeds such as 3-corner jacks, and can create a fire hazard in long, 
dry grass.   
 
Flinders Island is a working station, so you may see tracks through grass but please do not 
follow them unless they are established and signposted.   
 
There are some 4WD tracks with sand dunes that require low gear, please take care when 
navigating these.  Please note when using the 4WD track across the sand dunes between 
the manager’s house and Eyrewoolf Homestead you must always take the track on the right. 
This avoids the risk of collision and bogging. Please check with the manager if you are 
unsure. 
 
Furthermore, please leave gates as you find them.  If it is open when you approach a gate, 
please leave it open.  If it is shut, then please make sure you shut it straight after driving 
through.   
 
When you set out on an adventure on the island, we recommend the following: 
 



 Take a backpack with a drink bottle, hat, snacks, sunscreen, portable first aid kit and 
mobile phone.  

 Adventure with someone & let others know your intended location and return time 
by noting plans on the chalkboard.   

 If driving, take the iPad and use the Field Maps application for navigation.  Connect to 
WIFI and open the app prior to departure. 

 
ATTRACTIONS 
 
Peruse the Self Guided Experiences booklet, take the iPad with the Field Maps application as 
a starting point and let curiosity guide you. 
 

 The Kapara historical coastal steamer wreck  
 The Maddalena II Rock Lobster fishing boat wreck and Dunstan Point * 
 The 1892 Cave* 
 Gem Beach 
 Ruins of the Sealers house in Bryant’s Bay 
 Heritage area featuring native bush and flora 
 Historic shearing shed 
 South End look out rocky out crop 
 The springs and “the gap” (care needed when approaching)* 
 South end rock pool and bridge* 
 Farm beach ruins 

 
* Some sites can be hazardous in swell or rough conditions. These areas are best visited 
when the sea is calm. Please check with the Manager for advice or to arrange a guided 
experience. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
Take a stroll along the many beaches, snorkel, surf, swim, kayak, explore the caves or just 
kick back with a nice drink and enjoy the view! 
 
COASTAL WALKS 
Grab your backpack, leave a note, and head off from Eyrewoolf Homestead towards Bob’s 
Nose to watch the sun rise over Topgallant Islands.  Take a stroll through the sand dunes at 
Gem Beach and examine the reptile tracks, birdlife and flora unique to the island.  Walk 
along the pristine white sand of Front Beach or Gem Beach and go rock hopping at the other 
end. Enjoy the vantage point at the South End Lookout.  The South End Lookout rewards 
those who take their time. 
 
 
 



 
FISHING & CHARTER TOURS 
Take a fishing rod and go beach fishing off Groper Bay, Front Beach, Gem Beach and Farm 
Beach.  Catch your dinner for the night!  
 
We now offer Marine Adventure Tours and Fishing Charters. Please contact our bookings 
team for more information. 
 
GAMES & BOOKS 
Find entertainment on the shelves and in the cupboards in the loungeroom.  Outdoor games, 
(Bocce, cricket, beach buckets and spades, etc) are in storage please request from the 
manager.  We appreciate you returning items neatly back to where you found them.  
 
KAYAKING 
Kayaks are available for use during daylight hours.  For your safety stay within the sheltered 
bays, within 25 meters of the shoreline and away from breaking waves. Life jackets are 
supplied, and it is a legal requirement they are worn.  Children under 14 years of age, or any 
other person who is not confident in the water, must be supervised whilst using the kayaks. 
 
SWIMMING & SNORKELLING 
There are many beautiful bays to wade through, or snorkel and explore the underworld of 
the sea.  Groper Bay has a reef and some great nooks to paddle in. 
Gem Beach and Front Beach are great for swimming and snorkelling too.  Keep an eye out 
for gropers, rays, squid, flathead, crabs, seals, dolphins and of course take care and have fun!  
If the tide is right and the swell is low, adventure down the South End of Flinders Island to 
find the idyllic rock pool for a refreshing swim.  Spare beach towels can be found in the linen 
press.  
 
SCENIC DRIVE & SELF GUIDED EXPERIENCES 
Grab the iPad and explore the whole island in the provided vehicles.  Please remember to 
connect to WIFI and open the Field Maps application before leaving, stay on the tracks and 
stay safe.  See our Self Guided Experiences booklet for inspiration, or ask the manager 
where the best place to head to is for the weather conditions.  There’s always a sheltered 
side of the island! 
 
SURFING 
If you’ve brought your own board, experienced surfers can paddle out at ‘Kitchen View Point’ 
to the right of the bay, or for a more gentle option the ‘A Frame’ on the reef straight in front 
of the house, only at high tide.  
 
 
 



 
SOCIALS 
If you feel like sharing a moment from your time on the island — a good catch, a changing 
sky, or a favourite stretch of coast — you’re welcome to tag us.   
#FlindersIslandSA #flindersislandecoescape #flindersislandsafehaven 
 

 @flindersislandecoescape         @Flinders Island Eco Escape 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Flinders Island has been part of our family story for generations. It’s a place shaped by 
weather, tides, hard work and long days outdoors — and one we feel deeply responsible for. 
 
For us, this island has never been about escaping the world, but about living within it. 
Fishing, farming, caring for the land and sea, and raising our family in a place that demands 
respect and awareness have shaped the way we live and the way we host. 
 
Flinders Island Eco Escape grew from that lived experience. We wanted to share the island 
as it truly is — wild, remote, productive and quietly beautiful — without over-polishing or 
crowding it. What you’ll find here is space, simplicity, and a sense of being somewhere real. 
 
In recent years, Flinders Island has also become a Safe Haven, part of a national effort to 
protect and restore habitat for threatened species. Caring for this place now extends beyond 
our family to future generations, and every visitor plays a role in that story. 
 
When you stay here, you become part of the rhythm of the island. Days shaped by weather 
and light, time spent outdoors, shared meals, and moments of stillness that are hard to find 
elsewhere. 
 
Thank you for choosing to experience Flinders Island with us, and for treating this place with 
the care it deserves. 
 
The Woolford Family 
Flinders Island Eco Escape 
  



 
 
ABOUT FLINDERS ISLAND 
 
Flinders Island lies off the west coast of South Australia, around 28 kilometres south-west of 
Elliston, within the Investigator Group — a scattered archipelago in the Great Australian 
Bight. 
 
Flinders Island is the largest and only inhabited island in the group. Covering approximately 
3,600 hectares, it has around 50 kilometres of coastline, fourteen white sandy beaches, and 
extensive areas of native vegetation. Its isolation has shaped everything about it — from the 
wildlife that remains, to the stories that unfolded here. 
 
This Flinders Island should not be confused with Flinders Island in Tasmania. 
 
EARLY HISTORY AND EXPLORATION 
 
The west coast of South Australia is the traditional homeland of the Nauo people. While 
there is no confirmed evidence of permanent Nauo occupation on Flinders Island itself, the 
island sits within a broader cultural landscape shaped by Aboriginal connection to sea and 
land over thousands of years. 
 
Flinders Island was charted and named in February 1802 by British navigator Matthew 
Flinders, who named the island after his younger brother Samuel, and the surrounding 
archipelago after his ship. 
 
Flinders’ journals describe beaches crowded with seals and note the presence of small 
wallabies — animals that would later disappear from the island entirely. 
 
SEALING, WHALING AND SURVIVAL 
 
By the early 1800s, sealers were using Flinders Island as a remote base. By the 1820s, a 
sealing camp was established on the south-eastern side of the island, followed later by a 
whaling station — one of the most isolated in Australia. 
 
Life here was harsh, improvised and often brutal. The remains of sealing and whaling sites 
can still be found on the island today and are listed on the South Australian Heritage 
Register. 
 
Among the most well-known residents was William “Bill” Bryant, an Irish sealer who lived at 
what is now known as Bryant’s Bay for more than 17 years. His story, and that of the 
Aboriginal women Charlotte and Fanny who lived with him, reflects the complex and often 
tragic realities of frontier life in the 1800s — including abduction, exploitation, resilience and 
survival. 



Ruins from this period remain visible and are a powerful reminder of the human cost 
embedded in Australia’s coastal history. 
 
 
SHIPWRECKS AND ISOLATION 
 
Flinders Island’s exposed coastline and unpredictable weather have claimed several vessels. 
The most visible today is the wreck of the Kapara, a steamship that struck a reef and sank 
near Bryant’s Bay in November 1942. Although all crew survived, the loss of the ship had 
significant impacts on supply lines to the West Coast during wartime.  Also notably the first 
introduced species were to arrive on Flinders Island, the resident rats who also made it 
safely to shore. 
 
Earlier wrecks, including the Vulcan in 1845, added to the island’s reputation as a place 
where people could easily become stranded — dependent on ingenuity, cooperation, and 
sometimes sheer luck. 
 
 
GUANO MINING – ANOTHER LAYER OF THE ISLAND’S STORY 
 
Like many offshore islands in South Australia, Flinders Island was once valued for more than 
its position or shelter. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, guano — the nutrient-rich deposits 
left by seabirds in coastal caves — was collected as a natural fertiliser, long before synthetic 
alternatives became common. 
 
On Flinders Island, evidence of this period remains. In a large cave on the north-eastern 
coast, dates have been etched into the rock walls, and a stack of guano still sits near the 
cave entrance — quiet markers of a time when people worked this island in practical, 
extractive ways, often with little thought to long-term impacts. 
 
Guano mining here appears to have been small-scale, but it forms part of a broader pattern 
of use that included sealing, whaling, farming and fishing. Each chapter left its mark on the 
landscape. 
 
FARMING THE ISLAND 
 
From the mid-1800s into the early 1900s, Flinders Island was gradually transformed into a 
working pastoral property. 
 
In 1854, Anton Schlink leased the island, establishing large-scale sheep grazing. Fires were lit 
on prominent headlands to signal passing ships, including at Bob’s Nose — affectionately 
named after Schlink’s Clydesdale horse that would often stand on the point, nose into the 
wind. 
 



By the early 1900s, significant areas of native vegetation had been cleared, wheat was 
grown, and tens of thousands of wallabies had been killed. Like much of Australia, 
productivity came at an ecological cost. 
 
Remnants of this farming era — including shearing sheds and homestead ruins — remain part 
of the island’s physical story. 
 
A SHIFT TOWARDS RESTORATION 
 
Flinders Island has been privately owned by the Woolford family since 1978. In early 1979, 
Peter and Pamela Woolford moved to the island with their young family — Jonas, then just 
18 months old, and Tobin, eight weeks old. Shelley was born three years later. 
 
Life on Flinders Island was remote, practical and deeply connected to place. The children 
were educated through School of the Air, and between lessons experienced the freedom of 
island life — days shaped by weather, tides and the rhythms of a working island. 
 
For many years, the island was operated as a Merino sheep station. Farming was part of the 
island’s long history, but over time it became clear that Flinders Island was capable of more 
than production alone. In the early 2000s, stock numbers were gradually reduced as 
attention shifted toward regeneration and long-term stewardship. 
 
Living on the island also meant living from the sea. Noticing commercial vessels working the 
surrounding waters, the family purchased an abalone licence — a natural progression of their 
connection to both land and ocean. For a period, the family lived almost entirely from the 
island’s resources, balancing farming, fishing and self-reliance. 
 
After several years, the family returned to Streaky Bay to allow the children greater access 
to schooling and social opportunities. Once Jonas and Tobin completed their education, they 
returned to the family business to work the abalone licence, continuing the family’s 
relationship with the surrounding waters. During this time, Shelley and her young family 
briefly ran a small tourism operation on the island, offering early glimpses of what Flinders 
Island could become. 
 
Peter and Pamela continued farming and limited tourism until Peter suffered a stroke in 
2010. During his recovery, the island was further de-stocked — a turning point that quietly 
accelerated the transition away from farming and toward tourism and conservation. 
 
In 2020, during COVID lockdowns, Jonas and Pepita, and Tobin and Carissa, returned to 
Flinders Island with their young families, joining Peter and his partner Nong. What began as 
a search for safety and isolation became something more meaningful. The families lived 
together on the island for several months, the boys continued their diving operations, and 
the next generation experienced island life in a way that echoed earlier years. 
 



It was during this time that a clear decision was made: to renovate the homestead, to focus 
more deliberately on low-impact tourism and conservation, and to share Flinders Island with 
others — not as a destination to consume, but as a place to experience with care. 
 
The homestead was renovated in 2022 and reopened to guests with improved facilities and 
new infrastructure, including a purpose-built barge and a commercial abalone vessel capable 
of carrying passengers for marine adventure tours and fishing charters. 
 
At the same time, funding was secured for the Flinders Island Safe Haven Project — a multi-
species feral eradication program to remove cats and rodents and restore the island’s 
ecological balance. 
 
Phase One of the project was successfully completed in 2025, involving leading scientists and 
eradication specialists from across Australia and New Zealand, supported by local 
contractors and the Woolford family.  
 
With introduced pest animals removed, early signs of ecological recovery quickly followed — 
native vegetation regenerating, seabirds returning, and the island beginning to reset. 
Planning is now underway for the next phase of the Safe Haven Project, which includes the 
reintroduction of threatened native mammal species. These carefully managed 
translocations are scheduled to begin from 2027, marking another significant step in 
restoring the island’s ecosystem. 
 
In 2026, a formal conservation agreement was established over the entire island — 
cementing a long-term commitment to protection, restoration and responsible stewardship. 
 
Today, Flinders Island forms part of the Investigator Islands Important Bird Area and is 
recognised for its importance to species such as fairy terns, short-tailed shearwaters, Pacific 
gulls and rock parrots. 
 
This shift — from farming to fishing, from tourism to conservation — has not been a sudden 
change, but a gradual and considered evolution. It reflects the way the Woolford family has 
always lived on Flinders Island: adapting, listening, and responding to what the place itself 
needs. 
 
WILDLIFE LOSS & HOPE 
  
Australian sea lions, dolphins and Western blue groper are commonly seen around the 
island. There is only one species of cryptic snake that is rarely seen, but several skink and 
gecko species remain. 
 
Some species have been lost. The original Flinders Island tammar wallaby is extinct. Little 
penguin populations declined sharply due to feral predators. 
 
This loss has driven the current chapter of the island’s story. 



 
 
THE SAFE HAVEN 
 
Flinders Island is now part of a nationally significant Safe Haven project, involving the 
eradication of feral cats and rodents and the restoration of habitat for threatened native 
species. 
 
The long-term vision includes the reintroduction of small mammals such as bandicoots and 
wallabies, allowing species once lost from this landscape to return. 
 
This work is ongoing, carefully monitored, and deeply tied to biosecurity. Every visitor plays a 
role in protecting what is being rebuilt. 
 
TODAY 
 
Flinders Island Eco Escape grew from this layered history — exploration, extraction, survival, 
farming, loss and restoration. 
 
When you walk the beaches, explore the ruins, or watch the light shift across the island, you 
are moving through all of these chapters at once. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to understand this place, and for being part of its future. 
 
The Woolford Family 
Flinders Island Eco Escape 
 


